
Ingrian Lutheran Church in Petrozavodsk Today—Going Forth

400th Anniversary Celebration—Churches
from the Karelian Deanery plus guests from Finland,
Vision Petrozavodsk, the City, and ELCIR leaders
celebrated the 400th anniversary of the founding of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ingria in Russia
(ELCIR) October 1, 2011. This celebration
coincided with a ceremonial handing over of the
keys for the new church building to the
Petrozavodsk congregation at the worship
celebration on Sunday, Oct 2  (see Pictorial—400th

Anniversary) (link). This opening of the new
church provided a needed place for worship and out

of which to conduct ministry and was a springboard
for rebuilding the ministry.

A Central Role for the Petrozavodsk Church in
Karelia—Bishop Arri Kuggapi notes that the
Petrozavodsk church is especially important for the
ELCIR in Karelia.  His vision is that this church
will be the “Central” church for the Karelia and
Murmansk Deanery, the central location for retreats,
meetings, teaching/training, leadership.  A priority
for him is development of “Bible Schools” in
Karelia with emphasis on discipleship, for members

to deepen their faith and also to better prepare their workers.

Bible School Without Walls! An example of this
central role is the offering of the first 8 of the 24
levels of the curriculum in the seminary in the
Petrozavodsk congregation. Each module is offered
over a 3-day weekend, several times during the year;
there is homework  and online assignments between
the on-site meetings. This new program is free for
the participants and has been very successful in
getting education out to church members who are
working and can’t afford the time and cost of being
at the seminary for the usual 4 weeks for the
8-module unit.

Pastor Alexei Krongolm serves as Dean of the Karelia-Mermansk Deanery,
reflecting the confidence his colleagues have in his leadership and spiritual gifts. In addition to
this responsibility, Pastor Alexei serves on the Bishop’s Council, along with the Dean’s of the
other 5 Deaneries (administrative units of the ELCIR), and teaches periodically at the seminary.



Going Forth —A clear governing structure has been
instituted, members have returned to the church and
membership is slowly but steadily increasing, new members
are assuming ministry responsibilities, ideas for outreach are
being implemented, youth, music, and diaconal ministry are
central, and new visionary lay leaders have emerged.

The church provides encouragement and support for the
smaller ELCIR congregations in Karelia through summer
youth programs (week-long “Camps”) and Pastor Alexei’s
leadership as Dean of the Karelia/Murmansk Deanery.

Examples of new initiatives underway to reach out to the
community with the Good News include: 1) An arrangement to
employ a respected choral conductor from the Music
Conservatory to be responsible for their church’s music
ministry while at the same time arranging public choral and
other music performances at the church—ticket sales for the
public performances will provide a revenue source for the
church and opportunities for introducing the church to the
community. 2) A new vision for the congregation’s Diaconal and Humanitarian aid Ministries
emerged as a result of an ad hoc group of members concerned about the growing crisis for single
mothers and many others humanitarian aid needs in the community: a Crisis Center. This was
developed in the summer of 2021 and pilot programs were initiated in the fall of 2021 into early
2022; the bishop of the ELCIR was so impressed with the program that he encourage the
congregation to enlarge the program to include congregations throughout Karelia and to seek
funding. Through the summer of 2022, because of the war with Ukraine, 90% of their available
resources were used to provide humanitarian aid to Ukraine
refugees.

Diaconal ministry is an important outreach for the
Petrozavodsk congregation. Their current work with
physically and mentally handicapped children has especially
flourished with financial support from an individual in
Finland. Two young physicians, members of the Petrozavodsk
congregation, volunteer and coordinate medical ministry both
within the congregation and as an outreach to the
community—seminars, counseling, helping with physical
needs and medical supplies…a wonderful example of the
diaconal ministry common in the Ingrian Lutheran church.

Progress toward financial self-sufficiency is a high priority, but rebuilding, developing a
culture of Biblical stewardship, and growing the church takes time, perhaps a generation. The
current political and economic realities have slowed progress—but, this remains their goal, and
God will provide. Vision Petrozavodsk is privileged and blessed to be an accompanying partner
in this journey.

(For additional images of the Petrozavodsk Lutheran Church,
see Pictorial—Going Forth Today) (Link)


