
   
 
 
Mission support for the ELCIR?   
 
 The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ingria in 
Russia (ELCIR) was founded in 1611 and became 
a thriving church body, with good relations with 
the government. The years of communism after 
1917, however, decimated the Church. But, many 
"Saints" kept the faith alive and the good news is 
that the ELCIR is now being "rebuilt” with 
support from Lutheran churches outside of Russia. 
This need for help continues: e.g., funding for 
new church buildings, pastoral salaries, and lay 
and pastoral training. The ELCIR is emphasizing 
stewardship, leading to self-support, but this will 
take some time—the income of most members is 
simply not yet adequate to provide self-support.  
Christians like us from outside of Russia can help 
by walking in ministry with our brothers and 
sisters in Christ to help that happen—prayer,  
exchange visits ,  mentoring, 
encouragement,  providing much needed 
interim financial support. 
 The partnering initiative described here 
(Vision Petrozavodsk)  is a response to the fact 
that the future of ELCIR ministry in Russia is 
critically dependent on support of youth ministry 
and young new leaders like Alexei and Nadia at 
the Petrozavodsk Ingrian Lutheran church, which 
serves as the lead ELCIR church in Karelia.   

 

For information contact:   
Paul M. Anderson,  

N.E. MN Synod, Companion Synod  
Task Force  

Coordinator of Vision Petrozavodsk 
218-728-5853; panderso@d.umn.edu 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Youth Ministry— 

 

The future of the ELCIR 
 

 
 

 
Budgeted support or contributions 

designated for “Vision Petrozavodsk” can be 
sent to: 

 
Northeastern Minnesota Synod, ELCA 
1105 East Superior St., Upper Suite 
Duluth, MN 55802-2216 

(All contributions are transferred to the 
Petrozavodsk congregation) 

 

 
 

                             or 
 

Inquire about transferring funds to the 
Petrozavodsk congregation via The 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ingria in 
Russia 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

A ministry partnership with 

the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church of Ingria in Russia 

(ELCIR) in Petrozavodsk and 

Karelia, Russia  
 

 
 
 



   
Nadia Krongolm— Nadia, a young public 
school teacher of English volunteering in youth 
ministry work at the ELCIR church in 
Petrozavodsk, was invited by East European 
Mission Network (EEMN) to help direct the first 
“Lutheran” Friendship English Language Camp 
(FELC) in Petrozavodsk, in June, 2004.  Those 
working with her realized that Nadia is gifted and 
called for youth ministry.  
  

 
Sunday School class 

 
A partnering of support (Vision Petrozavdsk) 
developed so that Nadia was able to broaden her 
volunteer ministry as Director of Youth and 
Family Ministry at the ELCIR Church in 
Petrozavodsk.  Nadia continues to help coordinate 
congregational ministries, partnering with her 
husband, Alexei, in youth and other outreach 
ministries in the congregation and in Karelia. 
 
Pastor Alexei Krongolm—Alexei, an 
equally committed and gifted young man called to 
ministry, graduated from the ELCIR seminary in 
January, 2007. Supported by Vision Petrozavodsk, 
Alexei served as ELCIR Youth Pastor in Karelia 
until 2011, when he was called to serve as Pastor 
of the ELCIR church in Petrozavodsk (Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit in 
Petrozavodsk). Reflecting the confidence church 
leaders have in Alexei’s leadership and spiritual 
gifts, he now also serves as Dean of the Karelian 
Deanery and on the Bishop’s Council, and teaches 
periodically at the seminary.  

 
 
 

 
Alexei with youth at  a Youth Camp 

in the new church building 
 

Vision Petrozavodsk  
 
What: Ministry partnership of several Lutheran 
congregations, organizations and individuals 
supporting the ministry of Nadia and Pastor 
Alexei Krongolm and the ELCIR congregation in 
Petrozavodsk (and its satellite churches in 
Deryvjanka and Chulna) and its role as the 
leadership church in Karelia—coordinated 
through the N.E. MN ELCA Synod/ELCIR 
Companion Synod Task Force 
(www.nemnsynod.org/ingria-russia). 
  
This accompaniment in ministry has involved, 
among other relationships, exchange ministry 
visits, youth ministry partnerships, and financial 
support. 
 
Vision of the Petrozavodsk church: It 
become a financially self-supporting Spirit-filled 
community of faith and outreach with the Gospel 
in Word and Deed in Petrozavodsk and Karelia, 
and, as articulated by the Bishop of the ELCIR, 
Arri Kugappi, serve as a spiritual leadership 
“center” for connecting all the churches in Karelia 
in rebuilding the ELCIR and reaching out to their 
communities with the Gospel—visioning, 
programming, training, retreats, etc, with 
leadership from Alexei and Nadia.   
 
Over the past two years the congregation has been 
expanding its diaconal, social services, and 
humanitarian aid ministries (e.g., with abused 
women in shelters, severely handicapped youth in 
institutions, the poor elderly in care facilities, 

faith-based day-care). The leadership has 
provided members opportunity to participate in 
“spiritual retreat” programs emphasizing growth 
of “community/fellowship” and sense of 
discipleship which is already bearing fruit. The 
congregation is making steady progress in 
addressing their vision. 
 
 
Mission of Vision Petrozavodsk:  
Accompany Nadia and Pastor Alexei Krongolm 
and the Petrozavodsk church in their ministry to 
“rebuild” the congregation as a financially self-
supporting community of witnessing faith in 
Petrozavodsk and Karelia.   
  

 
Invitation to 
Partnership 

 
Your church, or you as an individual, are 
invited to consider joining this intentional 
ministry partnership.  Opportunities for 
accompaniment include:   

- needed ministry funding  
- prayer 
- exchange visits (e.g., VBS-like programs, 
 youth ministry trips, mentoring,  
 teaching, choirs, building relationships) 

 
Vision Petrozavodsk Mission and Partnership 
Opportunities:  

- See Vision Petrozavodsk Mission 
Opportunities link in Vision Petrozavodsk 
web site 

 
Contact for information:  

- (see other side) 
 

Vision Petrozavodsk web site: 
www.nemnsynod.org/vision-petrozavodsk 


