
History and Rebuilding of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Ingria in Russia (ELCIR)

Brief History: The region of Ingria, south and east
of the Gulf of Finland, and the Russian province of
Karelia, along the Finnish border, have been home
to Lutherans since the late 16th century. The ELCIR
was founded in 1611, celebrating its 400th
anniversary in 2011. As early as 1655, there were 58
Lutheran parishes, 36 churches and 42 pastors.  By
the time of the 1917 Russian revolution there were
32 Lutheran congregations, 300 elementary schools,
a teacher training academy and a Lutheran high
school in St. Petersburg and the surrounding area.
During the communist regime, churches were
closed; 80,000 Ingrians were liquidated; others were
deported to Siberia and other parts of Russia.  Still,
members continued to meet secretly and illegally,

with worship often led by widowed women.
During the 1950s many surviving Ingrians
gradually returned home.  Many who did were
sent to Petrozazvodsk and other areas of
Karelia where labor was needed.  Two Ingrian
Lutheran congregations were permitted to
organize in the 1970s, the first being the
congregation in Petrozavodsk, a city of about
250,000 population and the capital of Karelia,
located 250 miles northeast of St Petersburg on
the western shore of Lake Oneega.

Rebuilding of the ELCIR: Since 1990 and the
collapse of communism, the ELCIR has grown
from 10 to ≈ 100 congregations, many in the
former area of “Ingrianland” (a region around St.
Petersburg) and Karelia, but extending all the way
to the Urals and even to Vladivostok in the far
east.  Many are house churches, but new church
buildings have been built for several
congregations.  The government has returned
many church sites to the ELCIR, but with the
stipulation that they be restored within a certain
deadline.  A church building is important in
Russia to avoid being labeled a cult.  Leadership



has come from Pastor Arri Kuggapi, installed as
Bishop in 1996, and now Bishop Ivan Laptev installed in 2020.  A small seminary has been
established in Koltishei, a town outside of St. Petersburg.  Ministry is now focused on
strengthening the faith of existing congregations with emphasis on stewardship, discipleship and
servant-leadership.

Why mission support for the ELCIR is needed: Much of this encouraging rebuilding
has been supported through partnering relationships with churches and individuals outside of
Russia. A severe shortage of pastors and trained leaders due to lack of resources remains a
challenge. The ELCIR is emphasizing stewardship leading to financial self-sufficiency, but this
will take time, a generation or two.  Christians like us from outside of Russia can help by
walking in ministry with our brothers and sisters in Christ to help that happen—prayer,
exchange visits, mentoring, teaching, encouragement, providing much needed interim
financial support.

The Vision Petrozavodsk initiative described in this web site is aimed at doing just that with the
ELCIR Lutheran Church in Petrozavodsk, which serves as the lead ELCIR church in Karelia,
Russia. The road to rebuilding is critically dependent on support of youth ministry and young
new leaders, such as Pastor Alexei and Nadia Krongolm and new lay leaders in the Petrozavodsk
congregation.


