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Mission Statement
To mobilize women to act boldly

on their faith in Jesus Christ.

Purpose Statement
As a community of women
created in the image of God,
called to discipleship in Jesus Christ
and empowered by the Holy Spirit,
we commit ourselves to
grow in faith, affirm our gifts,
support one another in our callings,
engage in ministry and action, and
promote healing and wholeness
in the church, the society,
and the world.




President’s Window
From Becky

“Love Is A Verb”

Love is a verb. When [ heard this message, it began resonating in my mind as an
indicator that love is action. As women of the church, it refers to God’s love as
action. This was evident throughout our convention. From the exhibits, to the discovery time presenters,
to processing the newborn Kits, to the worship times, to the Bible studies, as well as the plenary sessions,
to the marketplace, to the piano entertainment, to the communing at meals and coffee times, plus more.
All of these actions exhibited a high level of energy and participation throughout the convention! Acting
boldly on our faith in Jesus Christ and committing ourselves to grow in faith . .. support one another..
.engage in ministry and action . .. support that sharing God’s message of love is definitely an action we
need to take.

[ was the recipient of that love in action on Sunday while setting up for the convention. Several very
beautiful, kind and caring women noticed I was having difficulty and called emergency services to take
me to the hospital! It was there that [ was found to be dehydrated. The irony of my dehydration when our
theme was Living Water and our Bible verse dealt with pouring water on the thirsty land became
immediately apparent! We are directed many times by many different resources to hydrate. Being told is
just the start. We need to take the action and drink fluids. The action of sharing God’s love was evident in
the community of the church, in the care of the emergency services individuals, in the hospital staff, and
the very kind, caring concern by those attending and working on the convention. Love is a verb! Love is
action!

The convention was a fantastic array of experiences revolving around issues of water throughout the
world, reducing fabric waste, historical trauma, restorative rest, Eco-faith ministry, plus others. We put
our love into action by assembling newborn kits, giving offerings, worship services, communing with
others. The goals of our convention were simple but so important to our faith journey! We want to
inspire you, energize you and encourage you to act with the love of God.

[ am looking forward to working with this wonderful group of women as we plan for the next convention
and the fall and spring gatherings! Many thanks to the board members, the conferences and all those
attending and benefiting from our gatherings.

Please save these dates and also watch for our spring and fall conference gatherings.

Our 2026 Summer Convention/Gathering is June 15 - 16, 2026 at Zion Lutheran in Grand Rapids, MN.
The Triennial Gathering is scheduled for July 16 - 19 in Des Moines, IA.

Our next board meeting is Saturday, August 23 at 10 am at Bethany Lutheran Church in Cromwell, MN.

“There are different kinds of gifts . .. different kinds of service... . It is the same God at work..."
First Corinthians 12:4-7.

“Love is a verb!” — Becky Romosz, SWO Board President



‘ FROM OUR CONFERENCES ‘

Laurentian Conference
Donna McKibbon - Coordinator

Our Summer convention was really awesome! We had a great turnout overall
and especially women from the Laurentian Conference. We won the Pineapple

trophy for the highest percentage of churches represented by visitors (non-
voting members).

With that event completed, we move on to our Laurentian Conference Fall Gathering. The planning session
was held at Littlefork Lutheran on July 7. We are really excited about this program. The gathering will be
held at Messiah Lutheran in Mt. Iron on Wednesday, October 1. Registration starts at 9 am. We will have
a silent auction and are challenging all congregational units to donate a gift basket as well as hoping that
individuals will bring crafts and baskets. The monies raised will go to the Triennial Scholarship Fund. So
many of you attended the Spring Gathering and the Summer Convention I hope to see you all at our Fall
Gathering!

The SWO Board will begin planning for the 2026 NEMN SWO Summer Convention in August 2025. The
dates are Monday, June 15 & Tuesday, June 16, 2026 at Zion Lutheran in Grand Rapids. So, save the date,
mark your calendars and plan to be with us as we come together to worship, learn, support and encourage
each other!

And lastly, 2026 is a Triennial year! The Triennial Gathering is in Des Moines, lowa July 16-19. Voting
delegates have already been elected but we still need women to attend and share in the learning, growing,
worshiping, singing, and merry making! Scholarship money is available to help with registration and other
expenses. [ hope each of you will prayerfully consider attending!

Donna McKibbon
Laurentian Conference Coordinator



Living Waters Conference
Ruth Ann Trembath - Coordinator

To All of the Bold Women in the Living Waters Conference...

WOWZA!! Another awesome Summer Gathering is in the books for us! This
time we were awarded the Logo Trophy, which means we had the highest
percentage of voting delegates attend this year. Although Laurentian was
awarded the Pineapple Trophy, | have not let down my hopes of it returning
again.

Items from our conference meeting at the Summer Gathering.

Thanks so very much to Mary Jo Swanson from Bethel in Warba for helping us by being our Secretary!! It is
important to have our goings on documented for the future.

Things to keep in mind as we make our way forward this year....1) Shirley Dowson’s position on the
conference nominating committee will be open this fall, Ardyce Peterson can re-up for 2 more years 2)
Conference Coordinator position will be up for election in the spring of 2026.

We still do not have a church that has signed up to help our conference by being a pass through for our
Living Waters funds. Thank you to President Jeannine for helping to decipher what it is we need and why it is
needed. If your Unit has their own check book, please consider doing this service for our conference.

Our Northeastern Minnesota Synodical Women’s Organization now has some of their history on our YouTube
Channel (NE MN Synod Women of the ELCA). Please check these out and try to use some of them in your
own congregations! Thanks so much to Anne Laechel for uploading these for us!!

Hope Lutheran in Walker has shared an awesome story about a tenth grader from their congregation. After
attending the ELCA National Youth Gathering in New Orleans, this young lady felt called to join a cause that
would help build a well in Africa. She gave a temple talk about her aspirations and someone who was
streaming the church service from Texas ended up donating $6,000 to build a well!!! The Women of Hope
also wanted to help and keeping with our resolution of up cycling and recycling our clothing, held a sale and
designated all funds raised to this young lady’s “Water to Thrive” project! Reminds me a little of the first time
we heard about PV for Phebe....”It Only Takes a Spark”.....

Keep on sharing Women of the ELCA in your congregations and beyond. Let the Holy Spirit be your guide
and if you feel “the shove of the dove,” pay attention and heed the call.

Hope Lutheran in Walker will host our Fall Gathering on Saturday, September 27. We hope to see you all
there.

In Service and Choosing Joy,

Ruth Ann Trembath, Living Waters Coordinator



Lake Superior Conference
Kris Brendle - Coordinator

Wow! Another great
summer conference.
Thank you to all who
are responsible for
putting together this
meaningful event.
Bless you.

The speakers for
Discovery Time were
great. | attended Clean Water and Restorative
Rest. And [ thoroughly enjoyed the organ, piano
and violin recital to close our busy day.

Our Fall Gathering will take place on Saturday,
September 27 at French River Lutheran.
Planning meeting is August 2. An email will be
sent with details.

Thinking ahead, we still need two women for our
Conference Nominating Committee. If you email
an address to me, at kcbrendle@gmail.com, I
will mail a copy of the job description. Also,
Sherry Johnson from Laurentian is currently
filling the Synod Nominating Committee member
position for us. I can also mail that job
description if anyone is interested.

We are grateful to French River for hosting the
Fall Gathering. Already looking for a host church
for the Spring 2026 Gathering. Please check with
your churches to see if they are willing to host.
Dates for Spring 2026 are March 16-28 & April
6-18. Easter is April 5.

Have a wonderful summer!

God's peace and blessings,

Kris Brendle

Lake Superior Conference Coordinator

Heartland Conference
Dana Jessen - Coordinator

Dear Sisters in Christ,

[ never know what to write. I
do know that we are working
on the Fall Gathering. Our Fall
Gathering will be held at
Bethel Lutheran in Little Falls
on Saturday, Oct 4. Bethel will
be working with women from First in Little Falls
and Immanuel in Hillman to host this Fall
Gathering.

We will be meeting soon with Bethel and First of
Little Falls. When our discussion is done, all
churches will receive a letter. Hopefully this Fall
Gathering will be as well attended as our Spring
Gathering was. We need to extend that invitation
to ALL women of the ELCA.

Summer Gathering has come and gone. We had a
good turnout, but we still need to figure out how
to get more of our almost retired or retired
women to attend.

Hope that your summer will be blessed and safe.

Dana Jessen
Heartland Conference Coordinator.
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Kettle River Conference
Robin Hendrix - Coordinator

Greetings Women of the ELCA,

[ have said this many times, the Women of the ELCA are the busiest most

productive women [ know. The in-kind project at the 2025 Summer Convention proved just how
productive we are as a group. We collected supplies, organized the supplies and then put together 771
newborn Kkits for Global Health Ministries. Amazing work! Take a bow, ladies!

Our Summer Convention was wonderful, so great to see old friends and make new friends. The speakers
were top-notch. The one class I was able to attend was Historical Trauma. Briana Matrious is a very
powerful speaker. There is so much to learn on this subject. I'm sure we will be hearing from her again
soon. We also learned about Eco-faith, Protecting Ground Water, Invasive Species, Restorative Rest and
the work of Global Health Ministries, The Summer Convention energizes us. It helps us to clarify our goals
and point us in the right direction.

We have learned that Global Health Ministries has a goal of making 15,000 newborn kits for 2025. Our
conference has decided to make 1,500 newborn Kkits. Seven churches are involved in this project so far.
There is still time for your church to sign up. Just give me a call for more details. More information will
follow as to dates and locations.

Have a wonderful rest of your summer. Take time to Pray, to Meditate and to follow your Heart.

God’s blessings,
Robin.



Fall (jatﬁem’ngs

Living Waters Conference
Saturday, September 27
Hope in Walker

Lake Superior Conference
Saturday, September 27
French River in French River

Laurentian Conference
Wednesday, Oct 1
Messiah in Mt. [ron

Heartland Conference
Saturday, October 4

Bethel in Little Falls
Hosted by Bethel and First in Little
Falls and Immanuel in Hillman

Kettle River Conference
Wednesday, Oct 8
Oak Lake near Kerrick

Easy Batter Fruit Cobbler

Ingredients

4 tablespoons butter

% cup all-purpose flour

% cup sugar

1 teaspoon baking powder

% teaspoon salt

%4 cup milk

2 cups of sliced fresh peaches or
nectarines, or whole blueberries,
strawberries, raspberries, blackberries or
a combination of fruits (or a 12-ounce
package of frozen berries)

1 tablespoon sugar

Directions

Adjust oven rack to upper-middle position,
and heat oven to 350 degrees.

Put butter in an 8-inch square or 9-inch
round pan; set in oven to melt. When
butter has melted, remove pan from oven.

Whisk flour, 3/4 cup of sugar, baking
powder and salt in small bowl. Add milk;
whisk to form a smooth batter. Pour batter
into pan, then scatter fruit over batter.
Sprinkle with remaining 1 Tb. of sugar.

Bake until batter browns and fruit bubbles,
50 to 60 minutes. Serve warm or at room
temperature with a dollop of whipped
cream or a small scoop of vanillaice cream,
if desired.




Northeastern Minnesota Synodical Women’s Organization
Fiscal Year February 1, 2025-January 31, 2026
Treasurers Report ending June 30, 2025
Submitted by Terry Smith

Income
Beginning 2025-2026
Budget Account Balance Additions YTD Total
$4,000 Conference Gathering Offerings $2,348.00 0.00 $2.348.00
7,000 Congregational Unit Offerings 1,369.50 975.00 2,344.50
2,100 Convention /Gathering Fund 300.00 1,195.00 1,495.00
4,200 Convention/Gathering Offering 0.00 2,694.90 2,694.90
8,000 Convention/Gathering Registration 3,512.00 6,366.00 9,878.00
3,000 Designated Offerings 1,500.00 5,135.58 6,635.58
3,200 Love Offering 620.00 965.00 1,585.00
1,600 Northeastern Lights 272.00 280.00 552.00
1,100 Other Income (incl interest) 1.38 .86 2.24
- Synod Donations 0.00 0.00 0.00
300 SWO Discretionary Fund 0.00 0.00 0.00
1,500 Triennial Marketplace/Auction 2.84 1,249.76 1,25260
1,500  WISE Scholarship 4.55 351.14 355.69
$37,500 Total Income $9,930.27 $19,213.24 $29,143.51
Expenses
Beginning 2024-2025
Budget Account Balance Expenses YTD Total
$14,000 Convention Expenses $4,173.90 $8,944.24 S$13,188.14
5,000 Designated Convention Offerings 0.00 5,705.58 5,705.58
0.00 Financial Review 0.00 0.00 0.00
500 Leadership Team Building 0.00 0.00 0.00
4,000 Northeastern Lights 1,679.81 0.00 1,679.81
500 Other Expenses 70.88 0.00 70.88
2,500 Synodical Board Expenses 744.94 0.00 744.94
1,000 Triennial Marketplace 0.00 0.00 0.00
1,500 WISE Scholarships 0.00 350.00 350.00
8,000 Women of the ELCA — CWO 834.75 487.50 1,322.25
500 Women of the ELCA — Katie’s Fund  600.00 330.00 930.00
$37,500 Total Expenses $10,452.28 $18,512.22 $28,964.50

Bank Balances as of June 30, 2025
First National Bank of the North
MIF Triennial Account

MIF WISE Scholarship

$2,519.50
$3,414.26
$3,467.04

CONFERENCE AND
CONGREGATIONAL UNIT
TREASURERS
All checks should be made
payable to
Women of the ELCA

Please make individual checks
for each type of offering.
Include your unit number.
Please include your email
address with remittance.
All checks for the
Synodical Women's
Organization,
Congregational Unit Offerings,
Conference Gathering
Offerings,

WISE Scholarship donations,
Convention Fund Offerings,
Convention Offerings
or Love Offerings, etc.
along with Form A
should be sent to:

Terry Smith
1491 Award Blvd
Wright, MN 55798

All remittance to Churchwide
Women of the ELCA whether
Thankofferings, Designated
Gifts to Women of the ELCA
ministries or to other
ministries, along with Form B
are to be mailed to:
Women of the ELCA
ELCA Gift Processing Center
PO Box 1809
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009

Our Synod Treasurer
Terry Smith
1491 Award Blvd

Wright, MN 55798

Please use this address when you send your offerings




Minutes of NE MN SWO Convention

Minutes, NE MN SWO Board Meeting — 1:25 pm, June 15, 2025
Zion Lutheran, Grand Rapids, MN

Meeting called to order at 1:25 pm.
e Agenda presented and approved.
Secretary's Report:

e Present: Board members Jeannine Bruesewitz, Pat Moller, Donna McKibbon, Becky Romosz, Robin
Hendrix, Terry Smith, Shawn Jansen, Sarah Sedlander, Sherry Johnson, and board support Dorothy
Dybvig, Anne Laechel, and Fay Klande.

e Minutes from May 17, 2025, SWO board meeting at Bethesda, Malmo, were presented and
approved.

Treasurer's Report:

e To be filed as reported.

e The 2026-27 SWO budget was presented and approved.
Vice President's Report:

e Sharing of prayer requests.
President's Report:

e Discussed importance of connecting with and supporting one another. Reminded to Q-Tip (quit
taking it personally) regarding complaints. Received thanks from churchwide SWO interim
director Jennifer Hockenberry for $5,000 donation to Katie's Fund.

Northeastern Lights:
e Summer articles, due early July, to come from Sherry/Discipleship, Donna/ Stewardship, and Anne.
Registrar:

e Estimated 100+ attendees based on registrations for voting members, congregational

representatives, board members, and presenters.
Old Business:

e Have 6 slots filled for electing voting members, alternates plus president for Triennial.

e Transition from conference financial treasurers to financial secretary positions approx. 80%
complete.

e Bike/walk for Hunger Justice ends July 31.

New Business:

e Motion approved to pay master bill for speakers at the convention.

e Motion approved to fill church-wide's request for $300 toward servant event (hands-on activities)
costs at Triennial Gathering. This regular request was recommended to be added to the budget.

e Donations to Katie's Fund, Emmaus Fund, and Lutheran Campus Ministry tabled for summer
meeting when convention finances will be known.

Conference responsibilities at convention reviewed.

Meeting to continue following convention, Zion, Grand Rapids.

Meeting adjourned to set up for the convention.
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2025 NE MN SWO Convention/Gathering

Zion Lutheran Church, Grand Rapids
Monday, June 16, 2025

Plenary #1—1:30-3:00 pm
President Jeannine Bruesewitz called the meeting to order.

Parliamentarian Lynda Lochner and convention business committees appointed

Unanimous Consent explained

Credentials Committee, reported and adopted:

o Total voting strength - 38

o Votes needed to elect -20

Quorum declared

Rules of Procedure and agenda (with flexibility) adopted

SWO board and conference coordinators introduced

Following prayer, nominated and elected to serve on the SWO board:

o Becky Romosz for President, (two-year term), Terry Smith for SWO Treasurer (two-year term),
Joy Michalicek for Vice President (one-year term);

o For two-year terms on the SWO board: Fay Klande, Jan Brown, Sarah Sedlander, Donna
McKibbon

o For one-year terms: Nancy Barnes, Becca Groe, and Sherry Johnson.

Nominated and elected as first-time voting member at the 2026 Triennial Convention through a

rank order process with 50% of the vote +1: Anne Laechel.

Resolution 2025-1a, Clean Water for the People of Kuwaa Land in Liberia, West Africa, was

presented and adopted to educate others and raise funds for wells. After consideration, Memorial

Resolution 2025-1b was passed to send it on to the Triennial for national adoption.

No new business was brought forth.

The President's report was presented.

The 2024-25 fiscal Year Report and Financial Audit and Report were presented and accepted.

The SWO Board was given authority to approve the minutes of the convention at their next board

meeting.

Plenary #2—3:15-3:30 pm
President Jeannine Bruesewitz called the meeting to order.

The same voting numbers as Plenary 1 as reported by the Credentials Committee were adopted.
Nominated and elected also as voting members at the 2026 Triennial Convention through a rank
order process with 50% of the vote +1: Dorothy Dybvig, Pat Moller, Robin Hendrix, Ashley
Espeseth, and Sherry Johnson. Alternates are Bonnie Stevens, Joy Michalicek, and Sarah Sedlander.
The 2026-27 SWO Budget was adopted.

The treasurer reported in-kind and monetary donations collected from the congregations,
conferences and offerings at the end of the convention (see treasurer's report for details).

Respectfully submitted,
Shawn Jansen
SWO Board Secretary
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From Anne Laechel
Our Registrar

Our weekly church staff meeting begins with a devotion. When it is my turn to
choose, I go straight to the Women of the ELCA’s Daily Grace. The devotions are
often short but ask deep questions that teach us more about ourselves and
others.

The July 15 devotion is entitled “Stories that Shape Us”:

Although we shape our own stories, the stories of our lives also shape us. They help us
understand our families, our identities and what is important to us. Stories tell us important
truths about faith, life, what we deem valuable and how we have come to view the world. They
connect us with the past and give us hope for the future. Stories shape us as communities,
nations and people of faith.

In the book of Deuteronomy, Moses shares the word of God that will make up the story that
defines the people of Israel, both then and now: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord
alone. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and with all
your might” (6:4-5).

This story has been told in the same words for thousands of years, becoming deeply ingrained
in the very being of those who know and cherish it. What are the stories that shape your life?

One of my interests is genealogy, and that gave me the story I shared during our meeting. My great-
grandfather, Fred Tracy, was born in rural New York state, near the PA border. When the US joined World
War [, he joined the Army and met a fellow soldier named Fred Larson from Brainerd, MN. When the war
ended, Fred L. invited Fred T. to go with him back to Minnesota. As the youngest son, Fred Tracy knew
there wasn’t much of a future for him back home. So he went, and three years later married Fred L’s
sister, Anna, my great-grandmother. Without that decision, and many others throughout my family
history,  wouldn’t be here today.

After I graduated from college and didn’t go into teaching, a question to myself one day, “If [ had any
other job at this company what would it be?” lead me to return to school for Administrative Assistance,
which eventually brought me to my administrative position at Lord of Life in Baxter, and becoming
Registrar for the our SWO Summer Gathering. So many different decisions led to where I am today.

What are the stories that have shaped your life?
Anne Laechel
This message is excerpted from “We are story people” by Jordan Miller-Stubbendick in the July/August 2019

magazine. https://www.womenoftheelca.org/blog/daily-grace/stories-that-shape-us Used with
permission
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Discipleship Focus Group
Sherry Johnson

ELCA Discipleship refers to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America's
emphasis on lifelong learning and growth in faith through practices like
prayer, study, worship, invitation, encouragement, service, and giving. It
involves actively living out and sharing the good news of Jesus Christ. The
ELCA outlines "Five Gifts of Discipleship” to guide this journey, which
include living among God's faithful people, hearing God's word and sharing
in the Lord's Supper, proclaiming the good news, serving others, and striving
for justice and peace.

Bible Study is key to discipleship. Our church, St Mark’s Lutheran of Palo, is about in the middle of
a Bible Study entitled, THE PATH: A Journey through the Bible. May I suggest this Bible Study for
your church? This tells a little about this great Bible Study. Walk in the footsteps of faithful men
and women who have done their best to follow God's call. The Path is the story of the Bible,
excerpted from the New Revised Standard Version so that it is clear and easy to read. Follow the
path of God's love all the way from the beginning to the end, from Adam's creation to John's
revelation. With informative trail signs to help you see how each piece of the narrative fits
together, The Path is an experience unlike any other: an amazing 360-degree overview of the
vast, sweeping story of God's extraordinary love for ordinary people. There have been excellent
reviews about this Bible Study.

Pray without ceasing! (Another way to disciple.) I am not saying Bible Study and prayer are the
only ways to be a good disciple, but they are two really good ways to start. No matter how you
choose to be a disciple, know that the Lord will bless you and loves you unconditionally.

Yours in Christ,

Sherry Johnson
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Stewardship Focus Group
Donna McKibbon

As the Women of the ELCA embrace the resolution to reduce textile waste in
our lives, [ think of generations past who lived through or were influenced by
the great depression and World War II. My great-grandmother had a saying
“Use it up, wear it out, make do or do without.” She told stories of reworking
two skirts that were too small into one skirt, cutting down her dad’s shirts,
pants and coats to make new for her brother. That they would unravel knit sweaters and remake
the yarn into one or two new creations or making a coat out of worn-out wool blankets that were
layered so the holes offset each other. Things were definitely reused, repaired, repurposed and
recycled. Nothing was wasted. It was pure necessity.

A few years ago, [ read an article about a family that had committed to living for a year with no
unnecessary spending. [ wondered if that would be hard or easy and if I could do it. [ thought of
the consumer society we had become and the abundance of everything. And I thought of my
great-grandmother’s saying “Use it up, wear it out, make do or do without.”

We are a consumer society and not likely to do without. We can sometimes make do, but
ultimately, we will replace the item. We may well use it up or wear it out and thus feel allowed to
purchase another.

Why not seek to purchase the replacement from a thrift or resale store before buying new?
Although it will be used up or worn out before a new one, and part or all of it may still end up in a
landfill, at least it would have exhausted its useful life.

[ have not yet been able to make that commitment to live a year without unnecessary spending
(mostly because I cannot decide if quilting supplies and yarn are necessary or unnecessary) but I
can commit to reusing, recycling, repurposing and repairing not just for a year, but for life.

Donna McKibbon
Stewardship Focus Group
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2025 SUMMER CONVENTION RESOLUTIONS

The following resolutions were presented and passed at our Summer Convention. Now

the work begins. What will your Congregational Unit do to help fulfill the first resolution?

Check out the “Therefore, Be It Further Resolved” parts of the following resolution and see what you
should do.

Resolution 2025 -1a

Clean Water for the People of Kuwaa Land in Liberia, West Africa

WHERE AS: the Kuwaa villagers of Liberia don’t have access to clean water. They use stream water that is
used for everything from drinking to bathing to laundry and even used to carry human waste. Heavy rains
carry all kinds of contaminants from the towns into the stream, and

WHEREAS: not only is the stream water unsafe to drink, but women and children spend many hours
hauling water to their homes, and

WHEREAS: the Kuwaa people live in Liberia’s most remote, isolated parts. Because of this, they have been
neglected by the Government and Non-government organizations for years, and

WHEREAS: more water wells are needed as villages range in size from 30 to 3,000 people, and

WHEREAS: each well needs about 25 sacks of cement, pumps, filters, and other materials plus
transportation to be able to supply the clean water.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: that we, the NE MN Women of the ELCA, educate and fundraise to send

money to the Kuwaa Mission to be used to build water wells and provide other equipment in order for the
Kuwaa people of Liberia to have clean water.

Submitted by the Northeastern Minnesota Synodical Women’s Organization Board

Kuwaa Mission is a 501c3 nonprofit organization. Tax #27-5458111
https://www.kuwaamission.org/projects/safe-water/

Kuwaa Mission is a partnership of the Lutheran Church in Liberia and ELCA and LCMS congregations. As
of December, 2024, the Kuwaa Mission Board agreed to add a new member, Dr. Apu Amanda Seyenkulo.
She is the daughter of Rev. Dr. D. Jensen Seyenkulo, one of the founding members of the Board. We worked
with Bishop Dr. D. Jensen Seyenkulo of the Lutheran Church in Liberia when the NE MN Women of the
ELCA fundraised for PV for Phebe and Current for Curran.
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After Resolution 2025-1a was passed, the Voting Members voted to memorialize the following to the
Churchwide Organization to be considered at the Triennial in Des Moines in 2026.

Resolution 2025-1b

Memorial to the Churchwide Women of the ELCA in support of
Clean Water for the People of Kuwaa Land in Liberia, West Africa

WHERE AS: the Kuwaa villagers of Liberia don’t have access to clean water. They use stream water that is
used for everything from drinking to bathing to laundry and even used to carry human waste. Heavy rains
carry all kinds of contaminants from the towns into the stream, and

WHEREAS: not only is the stream water unsafe to drink, but women and children spend many hours
hauling water to their homes, and

WHEREAS: the Kuwaa people live in Liberia’s most remote, isolated parts. Because of this, they have been
neglected by the Government and Non-government organizations for years, and

WHEREAS: more water wells are needed as villages range in size from 30 to 3000 people, and

WHEREAS: each well needs about 25 sacks of cement, pumps, filters, and other materials plus
transportation to be able to supply the clean water.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: that the Churchwide Organization of the Women of the ELCA memorialize
the 2026 Churchwide Convention to direct all synods to educate and fundraise in order to send money to
the Kuwaa Mission to be used to build water wells and provide other equipment in order for the Kuwaa
people of Liberia to have clean water.

Submitted by the Northeastern Minnesota Synodical Women’s Organization

Kuwaa Mission is a 501c3 nonprofit organization. Tax #27-5458111
https://www.kuwaamission.org/projects/safe-water/

Kuwaa Mission is a partnership of the Lutheran Church in Liberia and ELCA and LCMS congregations. As
of December, 2024, the Kuwaa Mission Board agreed to add a new member, Dr. Apu Amanda Seyenkulo.
She is the daughter of Rev. Dr. D. Jensen Seyenkulo, one of the founding members of the Board. We worked
with Bishop Dr. D. Jensen Seyenkulo of the Lutheran Church in Liberia when the Women of the ELCA
fundraised for PV for Phebe and Current for Curran.
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World Hunger Notes from Jane Grundmeier

WORLD HUNGER:
A STORY FROM THE GLOBAL FOOD BANKING NETWORK

This story had a huge impact on me since | know that in our country there is so much food
waste. It reminded me of another story from a number of years ago about an ELCA World
Hunger grant that helped with costs for a refrigerated truck to collect food from colleges
and other places in Duluth and was then delivered to the Damiano Center. Is that still
happening? In our own Pine County, [ want to hold up a fellow we know well, Lee Dybvig,
who weekly picks up “day old” food from Walmart and Kwik Trip and delivers it to Family Pathways Food
Shelf in Sandstone. Sandstone hosts “Everyone's Table,” a free community meal. Often there is quite a bit
of extra prepared food that we can bring to the food shelf or to “A Place For You,” the homeless shelter in
Pine City. Do any of you have stories to share? It's good to hear “nice news!”

By Chris Costanzo

Just off a main road well north of Nairobi, in the foothills of the Aberdare Mountains, low-slung cinder-
block buildings eye each other across a broad dirt lane. Flags atop two spindly tree-trunked poles indicate
that this is a site of government activity — the local police station and a county administrative office are
located here.

As avillage elder in Kamae, the hamlet just down the slope, Robert Chege has been a familiar presence at
this site for years, representing the interests of his fellow farmers and villagers in government decision-
making. Energetic and charming, Robert — nicknamed Tronic for the small electronics shop he also runs
— is a man whom everyone in town knows and trusts.

Not long ago, Robert embraced a new voluntary role in the community: He helps hundreds of small-scale
farmers throughout the surrounding area to offload surplus produce they can’t eat or sell, while gaining
access to foods they otherwise wouldn’t be able to obtain.

In a place like Kamae, where most everyone has a small plot of land to cultivate, certain types of food are
almost always in abundance, like the cabbage, kale and potatoes that grow well in the area’s cool climate.
At the depot, Robert takes in donations of this surplus food, recording them in a small notebook, as
villagers arrive with bundles of food carried on their backs, bikes, motorcycles, wheelbarrows and
donkeys. On a recent day in January, he documented six donations, including one of 140 pounds (64
kilograms) of cabbage and another of 33 pounds (15 kilograms) of potatoes. Day after day, the donations
add up.

A couple of times a week, Food Banking Kenya sends a vehicle up to this mountainous region to collect all
the food that Robert has gathered and bring it back to Nairobi where food insecurity is acute and the fresh
produce can go to good use. At the same time, the food bank drops off items that Robert’s fellow farmers
could use, like rice, cooking oil and flour,; or vegetables that are not easily grown in the region, such as
squash or maize.

Globally, between 33% and 40% of all food is wasted as it moves from farm to fork. Of that, about 15% is
lost on farms during and after harvests. “Food is in plenty here,” Robert said, describing the fertile region
where he lives. The produce depot “is a place where we can take the food so that it can help people
instead of going bad.”
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2026 WOMEN OF THE ELCA GATHERING

july 16-19,2026 = des moines, iowa

Women of the ELCA - 13th Triennial Gathering
July 16 - 19, 2026

At the lowa Event Center Des Moines Convention Center, Des Moines lowa

Join us at the Women of the ELCA 2026 Triennial Gathering in Des Moines, lowa July 16-
19, 2026 at the lowa Events Center in Des Moines.

The Women of the ELCA Triennial Gathering takes place every three years and gathers
1500-3000 women leaders, participants, and newcomers for four days of worship,
inspiring speakers, workshops, service projects, and more!

The theme for the 2026 Triennial Gathering is “I Am Worthy,” based on Psalm 139:14: “]
am fearfully and wonderfully made.” This statement serves as a reminder of God’s
promise to be with us, even in times of devastation and division. When we declare, “I am
worthy,” we align ourselves with God’s promises.

Registration is now open! https://community.elca.org/women-of-the-elca-13th-triennial-
gathering Hotel information will be available at the Fall Conferences.
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2025 Summer Convention Reports

Elections
President - Becky Romosz - Trinity/Milaca- Heartland Conference
Vice President - Joy Michalicek - First/Duluth - Lake Superior Conference
Treasurer - Terry Smith - Bethany/Cromwell - Kettle River Conference
Synod Board Members
Sarah Sedlander - Bethany/Cromwell - Kettle River Conference
Jan Brown - Immanuel/Tower - Laurentian Conference
Fay Klande - Zion/Grand Rapids - Living Waters Conference
Donna McKibbon - Evangelical/Babbitt - Laurentian Conference
Becca Groe (one year term) Our Redeemer/Pine City — Kettle River Conference
Nancy Barnes (one year term) Faith/Hoyt Lakes — Laurentian Conference
Sherry Johnson(one year term) St. Mark’s/Palo - Laurentian Conference

Triennial Voting Members Alternates
Anne Laechel Bonnie Stevens
Dorothy Dybvig Joy Michalicek
Pat Moller Sarah Sedlander
Robin Hendrix
Ashley Espeseth
Sherry Johnson

2025 Summer Convention/Gathering Offering Report

Summer Convention/Gathering Offering $5,209.80
(half to Churchwide, half to Liberian Well Project)

Summer Convention/Gathering Fund $1,195.00
(to augment Convention/Gathering expenses)

Love Offering $965.00
(for leadership training/scholarship in our synod)

Other Offerings Given at Summer Gathering

WISE Scholarship $350.00
Global Health Ministries $52.00

Liberian Well Project $1,033.28
Katie’s Fund $330.00
$1,765.28

Total Convention Offerings $9,135.08
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TRAVELING TROPHIES

Trophy for Voting Members - Awarded to the Conference with the highest percentage of
churches represented by voting members.

Conference Attended Possible Percentage
Living Waters 7 19 36.84%
Laurentian 7 24 29.16%
Kettle River 5 20 25%
Heartland 7 34 20.58%
Lake Superior 4 29 13.79%

Trophy for Visitors (Pineapple Trophy) - Awarded to the Conference with the highest
percentage of churches represented by visitors.

Conference Attended Possible Percentage
Laurentian 7 24 29.15%
Living Waters 5 19 26.31%
Heartland 8 35 23.52%
Kettle River 4 20 20%
Lake Superior 4 29 13.79%

The Traveling Trophy for Voting Members was awarded to Living Waters Conference.
The Pineapple Trophy for visitors was awarded to the Laurentian Conference.

2025 Conference Penny Offering
Lake Superior Conference $99.12
(given to Days for Girls)

Laurentian Conference $664.48
(given to Care Partners)

Living Waters Conference $443.54
(given to Grace House)

Heartland Conference $1,063.50
(given to Princeton Community Table
and Sharing Bread Soup Kitchen)

Kettle River Conference $240.00
(given to Family Pathways Food Shelf)

TOTAL PENNIES GIVEN $2,270.64
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Look What We Did!

Totals from the Quilt and Kit Count Forms

This is everything that was reported on the forms

Quilts 1,451

School Kits 723

Personal Care Kits 461 \) LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF

Baby Care Kits 41

Fabric Kits 85

Newborn Kits 1,925 < Includes the 771 kits assembled during the Gathering

AID/Hospice Kits 117 Global

Rolled Bandages 5,815 HM%?\Iits}t]ries

Baby Blankets 66 Helping the hands

Soap (pounds) 52 e

LWR Shipping $1,880.00

GHM Shipping $118.00 Financial Gifts

Cash donations $49,843.00

OTHER GIFTS

Prayer Shawls 20

Crocheted Afghans 173 _
Other Gifts

Seafarers Scarves 77

Pillow Cases 25

Convention quilt 1

Quilts given locally 1,335
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Women of the ELCA
Change of Officers/Contact Form

Year: 20
Congregational Units:

Please complete this form as soon as possible after your elections or change of contact person. Please type or
print neatly so the form will copy well. Mail or e-mail to:

SWO Secretary SWO President Your Conference Secretary
Shawn Jansen Becky Romosz

67782 N Pine Rd 225 2nd Ave NE

Askov, MN 55704 Milaca, MN

jansen7 @frontiernet.net becromosz8@gmail.com

Congregation:

Address:

City, State, Zip Code:

Church Telephone (include area code):

President/Contact Person Secretary/Second Contact
Name: Name:
Address: Address:
City, Zip City, Zip
Telephone: Telephone:
Email: Email:
Replaces Replaces

These names will be submitted in a secure and confidential area of our churchwide Women of the ELCA’s
website so that mailings from Chicago come to an interested person. Our SWO secretary will use the
information to send out emails and land mails regarding synodical events and to officially notify each unit of
the convention that is part of the Summer Gathering each year. Your conference coordinator will use this
information to keep you informed about planning meetings for conference gatherings and to stay in touch
with you.
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Have You renewed Your Northeastern Lights Subscription?

If you would like to renew your subscription, now is the time to do it. If you would like to receive your
own copy of Northeastern Lights, this would be a good time to subscribe. The subscription rate for a
calendar year is $10. You may subscribe or renew your subscription by sending your name, mailing
address, phone and email and a check for $10 made out to Women of the ELCA. Note Northeastern
Lights in the memo line.

If you are subscribing for several women in your congregation, please send each individual’s name,
mailing address, phone and email along with your check. If you are not sure when your subscription is
ready for renewal, you can check the due date on the address label on the back of your copy of
Northeastern Lights. Your subscription will be good through the year listed after your last name.

Send your subscription information and your check (made out to Women of the ELCA) to:
Dorothy Dybvig
PO Box 392
Sandstone, MN 55072

NAME:

MAILING ADDRESS:

PHONE:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

The WISE Scholarship

To celebrate the 40t anniversary of the ordination of women in the ELCA, a special scholarship fund was
established to help in the financial support of women from the NE Minnesota Synod who are currently
enrolled in an ELCA seminary pursuing ordained ministry. This fund, the Women in Seminary Education
(WISE) was initiated with funds from our Synodical Women’s Organization (SWO) and it will grow
through gifts from individuals, congregational units, and our SWO.

As you make your gift, make checks payable to Women of the ELCA and note WISE Fund in the memo line
of your check. Send your checks to our SWO Treasurer, Terry Smith, 1491 Award Blvd, Wright, MN 55798.
Gifts will be distributed each December to women from our NE Minnesota Synod who are currently

enrolled in seminary education (as reported by the NE Minnesota Synod office).

Help us honor those women who have paved the way some 40+ years ago when the ELCA recognized
ordination of women. Help us support the women that are following in their footsteps.

Continue to support these dedicated women with your prayers and your contributions.
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SYNODICAL WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION
BOARD AND OFFICERS

President

Becky Romosz ‘25

225 2nd Ave NE

Milaca, MN 56353
becromosz8@gmail.com
320-295-2892

Trinity/Milaca/ Heartland Conference

Vice President

Joy Michalicek '25 (One-year term)
1531 North 9t Ave E

Duluth, MN 55805

218-724-1466

First/Duluth/Lake Superior Conference

Secretary

Shawn Jansen 24

67782 N Pine Rd

Askov, MN 55704

320-245-5339

jansen7 @frontiernet.net
Bethlehem/Askov/Kettle River Conference

Treasurer

Terry Smith ‘23

1491 Award Blvd

Wright, MN 55798
Treasurer4nemnswo@gmail.com
Terrysmith21@yahoo.com

218-428-8402

Bethany/Cromwell /Kettle River Conference

Board Members

Robin Hendrix '22 24

37346 Carp Rd

Hinckley, MN 55037
Rghendrix74@gmail.com
320-279-0961

First/Hinckley/Kettle River Conference

Donna McKibbon '23 25

14 Beech Court

Babbitt, MN 55706

218-750-4136
Dmquackers9898@yahoo.com
Evangelical/Babbitt/Laurentian Conference

Pat Moller '23 (One-year term) ‘24

615 9% St SE

Little Falls, MN 56345

320-630-4880

bpahmo@yahoo.com

First Lutheran/Little Falls/Heartland Conference

Sarah Sedlander '24 (One-year term) ‘25
1782 Swede Lake Rd

Cromwell, MN 55726

218-391-1187

no email

Bethany/Cromwell /Kettle River Conference

Jan Brown ‘25

309 S. 3rd St W
Aurora, MN 55705
218-290-4928
LoonLake3@mac.com

Immanuel/Tower

Fay Klande ‘25

13699 Co Rd 72

Swan River, MN 55784

218-492-4338 (H) 218-398-3852 (C)

No Email

Zion/Grand Rapids/Living Waters Conference

Becca Groe '25 (One -year term)
910 2nd Ave SW

Pine City, MN 55063
507-421-7998
Rjgroell@gmail.com

Our Redeemer/Pine City/Kettle River Conference

Nancy Barnes '25 (One-year term)
6128 Voyagers Trail

Aurora, MN 55705

218-742-6526
Nancybarnes@ymail.com

Faith/Hoyt Lakes/Laurentian Conference

Sherry Johnson ’21°23°25 (One-year term)
5392 Rd 46

Aurora, MN 55705

218-750-4292

jhnrsrs@frontiernet.net

St. Mark’s/Palo/ Laurentian Conference
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SYNODICAL BOARD ASSIGNMENTS

2026 Convention

Chair — Donna McKibbon SWO Board
Registrar — Anne Laechel
anne.laechel@gmail.com
Prayer Chain Contact
Joy Michalicek SWO Board

Liaison to SWO Nominating Committee

World Hunger
Jane Grundmeier

grundmeierfarm@gmail.com

Kettle River
320-384-7090

Northeastern Lights Editor
Dorothy Dybvig
Dybvigs2@gmail.com

Kettle River
320-245-2903

Triennial Gathering Promoter

Renee Anderson Heartland
daveanders(@charter.net 218-568-8387
Bonnie Stevens Heartland

Sherry Johnson SWO Board Sidelake64@aol.com 218-966-5527
Coordinator for the Mission Interpreter
SWO Historian and Storyvtelling Engagement Ministry
Ruth Ann Trembath Living Waters . f?r the NEMN Synod .
finngrani@icloud.com Julie Lepisto Laurentian
lepistol@paulbunyan.net 218-340-0538
LOCAL
NE MN Synod Office Women of the ELCA
Bishop Amy Odgren Interim Executive Director

1105 E. Superior St. Upper Suite
Duluth, MN 55802-2216
218-724-4424
www.nemnsynod.org

Dr. Jennifer Hockenbery
8765 W Higgins Rd.
Chicago, IL 61764
800-638-3522
www.womenoftheelca.org

INTERNATIONAL

Lutheran World Relief (LWR)
700 Light St.
Baltimore, MD 21230
1-800-LWR-LWR2 (1-800-597-5972)
www.lwr.org Iwr@lwr.org
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Global Health Ministries (GHM)
7831 Hickory St. NE
Minneapolis, MN 55432
763-586-9590

www.ghm.org
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Conference Coordinating Committee members are elected for two-year terms at Spring Gatherings

CONFERENCE COORDINATOR

SECRETARY

TREASURER

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE MEMBERS

AONAdNS VT

NVIINTINVT

SYALVM DNIAI'T

ANV ILIVAH

YHATI ATLLIY

Kris Brendle ‘24
2332 Branch St
Duluth, MN 55812
630-999-6208

kcbrendle@gmail.com
First/Duluth

Andrea Radke °23 25

815 8™ Ave

Two Harbors, MN 55616
218-340-4508

Andyoakley 19@yahoo.com
Our Savior’s/Castle
Danger

Carol Surine 25
5227 Greenwood Rd.
Duluth, MN 55804
218-525-4426

carolsurine@gmail.com
French River/Duluth

Carol Surine 23 25
5227 Greenwood Rd.
Duluth, MN 55804
218-525-4426

carolsurine@gmail.com
French River/Duluth

Mary Ann Sironen 23’25
5647 North Shore Rd
Duluth, MN 55804
218-525-2010

Sir5647@aol.com
French River/Duluth

Donna McKibbon ‘24
14 Beech Court
Babbitt, MN 55706

Candace Bischoff °21 23
25
1362 SW Shore Trail

Sherry Johnson °22 24
5392 Rd. 46
Aurora, MN 55705

Julie Lepisto ‘24
PO Box 291
Big Falls, MN 56627

Marcia Aluni °22 <24
23 Merritt Dr.
Virginia, MN 55792

218-750-4136 Ely, MN 55731 218-750-4292 (cell) 218-340-0538 218-780-6882
Dmquackers9898@yahoo 612-723-5627 (cell) jhnrsrs@frontiernet.net lepistol@paulbunyan. mkaluni@yahoo.com
.com candacebischoff(@gmail St. Mark’s/Palo net Our Savior’s/Virginia
Evangelical/Babbitt .com Little Fork/Little Fork

Grace/Ely
Ruth Ann Trembath *22°24 | Mary Jo Swanson ‘25 Marcia Kingsley 19 €22 Sharon Schwegel ‘25 Myrna Peterson ’22 ‘24

1603 Fraser Drive

Grand Rapids, MN 55744
218-244-2111 (c)
finngrani@jicloud.com

St. Andrews/Grand Rapids

21360 Shallow Lake Rd
Warba, MN 55793
218-492-1622
mjdswans(@gmail.com

Bethel/Warba

17795 Co. Rd. 431

Swan River, MN 55784
218-259-3198
marking6308@paulbunyan.
com

Bethel/Warba

4001 28" Ave NW
Hackensack, MN 56452
218-851-9110
sharonschwegel@outlook.
com

St. Paul’s/Hackensack

2304 McKinney Lake Rd.
Grand Rapids, MN 55744
218-301-6028 (c)

myrnakay67@gmail.com
St Andrews/Grand Rapids

Dana Jessen 23

4845 9" Ave SW

Pequot Lakes, MN 56472
218-251-0795
dana.jessen@tds.net

Our Savior’s/Pequot Lakes

Renee Anderson °21 €23
PO Box 212

Pequot Lakes, MN
218-568-8387
daveanders@charter.net
Our Savior’s/Pequot Lakes

Bonnie Stevens °21 °23
7610 Ski Chalet Dr.
Breezy Point, MN 56472
218-966-2125
sidelake64(@aol.com
Lutheran Church of the
Cross/Nisswa

Christy Loven 21 23
4307 Old Farm Road
Pine River, MN 56274
218-251-4972 cell
lesloven(@tds.net

Our Savior’s/Pequot
Lakes

Jane Patrick ‘23
219-Buffalo Hills Ln
Brainerd, MN 56401
218-270-2381
janeannpatrick@gmail
.com

First/Brainerd

Robin Hendrix °21 €23
37346 Carp Rd
Hinckley, MN 55037
320-279-0961
Rghendrix74
.com
First/Hinckley

mail

Diane Scheremet ‘24
32046 Firetower Rd.
Hinckley, MN 55037
320-384-6670
Er3550@mac.com

Zion/Cloverdale

Elaine Jensen ‘24
510 Second St NW
Hinckley, MN 55037
320-761-5272
First/Hinckley

Roxanne Mettling ‘23’25
4689 Walczak Rd.

Kettle River, MN 55757
320-336-8967
roxannedaggins
Zion/Cloverdale

ahoo.com

Jane Grundmeier ‘24
49570 Grundmeier Rd
Hinckley, MN 55037
320-384-7090
grundmeierfarm@gmail
.com

Grace/Sandstone
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Synod and Conference Nominating Committee members are elected for two-year terms at Fall Gatherings

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE SYNOD (SWO) NOMINATING CONFERENCE NOMINATING COMMITTEE
COMMITTEE
-
Z
w2
c OPEN OPEN OPEN OPEN
o3
s
@]
=
Barb Tanem 23 Jan Brown 23 Kate Undeland °18 °23
— 3798 Pintar Rd. 309S 3 St 4846 Hwy. 100
é Hibbing, MN 55746 Aurora, MN 55705-1473 Aurora, MN 55705
@ 218-966-6749 218-290-4928 218-780-2436
z knitcraze@gmail.com Loonlake3@mac.com kundeland@gmail.com
E First/ Hibbing Our Savior’s/Aurora
Z

ANVILIVAH SYALVM DNIAIT

YHATS ATLLEN

Shirley Dowson 25
6325 Pinecone Lane NW
Walker, MN 56484
218-820-4346
jsdowson@arvig.net

Ardyce Pederson 23
8037 44" Ave
Walker, MN 56484
218-639-5936
aobpeder@arvig.net

Shirley Dowson 22
6325 Pinecone Lane NW
Walker, MN 56484
218-820-4346
jsdowson@arvig.net

Hope/Walker Hope/Walker Hope/Walker
Jan Marr 23 25 Jackie Youngberg ‘23 Ardy Becklin <22 Jackie Youngberg ‘23
21343 Elk Drive 14884 80™ Ave 14884 80™ Ave

Crosby, MN 56441
763-274-9656
Jmmarr49@gmail.com
Crosslake/Crosslake

Milaca, MN 56353
320-362-1836

youngbjf(@hotmail.com
Trinity/Milaca

1356 4 Ave NW
Milaca, MN 56353
320-983-2443

ardyb1356@gmail.com
Zion/Milaca

Milaca, MN 56353
320-362-1836

youngbjf(@hotmail.com
Trinity/Milaca

Mary Lange 23 ‘25
14702 Dahl Rd
Hinckley, MN 55037
320-267-6260

rmllange@msn
Our Redeemer/Pine City

Carolyn Tuckner ‘24
199384 Silver Fox Drive
Pine City, MN 55063
320-629-3966

ctuckner@gmail.com
Our Redeemer/Pine City

Sarah Levinski ‘23
1667 Serenity Ln
Wright, MN 55798
651-246-9003
levinski@gmail.com
Bethlehem/Wright

Carmen Martin ‘23
5977 Stenberg Rd
Cromwell, MN 55726
218-644-3917
Bethany/Cromwell
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Dorothy Dybvig, Editor
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Northeastern Lights is published four times a year by the Board of the NE MN
Synodical Women'’s Organization of Women of the ELCA. The Board has
established the months of February, May, August and November as publication
dates. Subscriptions are $10 per calendar year.

Free copies are sent to every church in the NE MN Synod. Because of the rising
costs of postage and printing, donations are welcome.

Copies of this newsletter or individual articles may be made for distribution to
women in your congregational units. Please share this newsletter with other
women in your congregation.



