Lay Voters are voters who are not pastors or deacons. This number is based on the congregation’s membership. The voter allocation chart tells you how many voting members your congregation can send to Synod Assembly. Click here for the 2026 Voter Allocation Chart. Ideally, each congregation sends a delegation that is equitable by gender. Lay voting members must be members of the church, not simply attendees or employees. People who have been ordained may not be counted as Lay Voters. This includes retired pastors who are members of a congregation.

Lay Voters also include Synod Authorized Ministers (SAMs) who serve in a congregation(s) under the Bishop’s authorization and who have been given voice and vote at the synod assembly by the Synod Council.
