
 
Sunday Closing Worship 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Blessed be the God of our Lord Jesus Christ! In great mercy God has given us a new birth into a 
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. Let us give thanks for the gift 
of baptism. 
 
Through the waters of the flood, you gave Noah and his family a new birth into a living hope. 
In the desert wilderness, you gave Hagar and Ishmael a new birth into a living hope. 
Through the Red Sea, you gave Moses and your people a new birth into a living hope. 
At Jacob’s well, you gave the Samaritan woman a new birth into a living hope. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, that we too receive a new birth into a living hope through the waters 
of baptism. Revive our withered spirits, and rain down your Spirit in our parched places. To you 
be given honor and praise, now and forever. Amen.    

 
Opening Song                   Jesus Christ Is Risen Today ELW 365 
 



 



1  Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia! 
    our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
    who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
    suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
  
2  Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
    unto Christ, our heav'nly king, Alleluia! 
    who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
    sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 
  
3  But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 
    our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 
    now above the sky he's king, Alleluia! 
    where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 
  
4  Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
    praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! 
    praise him, all you heav'nly host, Alleluia! 
    Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 

  
Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3; tr. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt.; Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, st. 4 

 
Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and Communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 
Kyrie 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Hymn of Praise: Glory in the Highest  
 

 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Good and gracious God, let your love shine upon all of us as we gather together to 
worship, praise, and honor your name among our synod. Be present with us in all 
our gatherings, granting us wisdom and compassion throughout the assembly. Help 
us to celebrate your love and grace in our lives through our thoughts and deeds and 
prepare us to do your good work in the world. In the name of Christ we pray.  Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading                   Titus 3:4-7  

But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not 
because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through 
the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become 
heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God! 



Psalm 104                    with Bless the Lord, O My Soul 
Sung: Bless the Lord O my soul O my soul, Worship His holy name; 

Sing like never before O my soul, I'll worship Your holy name. 
 
1 Bless the LORD, O my soul. O LORD my God, you are very great. You are clothed with honor and 
majesty, 2 wrapped in light as with a garment. You stretch out the heavens like a tent; 3 you set 
the beams of your chambers on the waters; you make the clouds your chariot; you ride on the 
wings of the wind; 4  you make the winds your[c] messengers, fire and flame your ministers. 5  
You set the earth on its foundations, so that it shall never be shaken. 6  You cover it with the deep 
as with a garment; the waters stood above the mountains. 
 

Sung: Bless the Lord O my soul O my soul, Worship His holy name; 
Sing like never before O my soul, I'll worship Your holy name. 

 
10 You make springs gush forth in the valleys; they flow between the hills, 11 giving drink to every 
wild animal; the wild asses quench their thirst. 12 By the streams the birds of the air have their 
habitation; they sing among the branches. 13 From your lofty abode you water the mountains; 
the earth is satisfied with the fruit of your work. 14 You cause the grass to grow for the cattle and 
plants for people to cultivate, to bring forth food from the earth 15 and wine to gladden the 
human heart, oil to make the face shine and bread to strengthen the human heart. 
 

Sung: Bless the Lord O my soul O my soul, Worship His holy name; 
Sing like never before O my soul, I'll worship Your holy name. 

 
16 The trees of the field are watered abundantly, the cedars of Lebanon that he planted. 17 In 
them the birds build their nests; the stork has its home in the fir trees. 18 The high mountains are 
for the wild goats; the rocks are a refuge for the coneys. 19 You have made the moon to mark the 
seasons; the sun knows its time for setting. 20 You make darkness, and it is night, when all the 
animals of the forest come creeping out. 21 The young lions roar for their prey, seeking their food 
from God. 22 When the sun rises, they withdraw and lie down in their dens. 23 People go out to 
their work and to their labor until the evening. 
 

Sung: Bless the Lord O my soul O my soul, Worship His holy name; 
Sing like never before O my soul, I'll worship Your holy name. 

 
24 O LORD, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of 
your creatures. 25 There is the sea, great and wide; creeping things innumerable are there, living 
things both small and great. 26 There go the ships and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it. 
27 These all look to you to give them their food in due season; 28 when you give to them, they 
gather it up; when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. 29 When you hide your 
face, they are dismayed; when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust. 30 
When you send forth your spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the ground. 
 

Sung: Bless the Lord O my soul O my soul, Worship His holy name; 
Sing like never before O my soul, I'll worship Your holy name. 

 
31 May the glory of the LORD endure forever; may the LORD rejoice in his works— 32 who looks 
on the earth and it trembles, who touches the mountains and they smoke. 33 I will sing to the 
LORD as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 34 May my meditation be 
pleasing to him, for I rejoice in the LORD. 35 Let sinners be consumed from the earth, and let the 
wicked be no more. Bless the LORD, O my soul. Praise the LORD! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20104&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-15576c


 
Sung: Bless the Lord O my soul O my soul, Worship His holy name; 

Sing like never before O my soul, I'll worship Your holy name. 
© 2011 Atlas Mountain Songs; sixsteps Music; Thankyou Music Ltd; worshiptogether.com songs 

 

Gospel Acclamation   

 
 
The holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 28th chapter          Bishop Amy Odgren 
 

 
 
After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the 
Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance 
was like lightning and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him the guards shook and 
became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you 
are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has been raised, as he said. 
Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised 
from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my 
message for you.” 8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell his 
disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of 
his feet, and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my 
brothers and sisters to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”   
 
The gospel of our Lord.  
  



 
 
Sermon                 Bishop Amy Odgren 
 
Hymn of the Day                 Cantice of the Turning ELW 723 

 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
1  My soul cries out with a joyful shout 
    that the God of my heart is great, 
    and my spirit sings of the wondrous things 
    that you bring to the ones who wait. 
    You fixed your sight on your servant's plight, 
    and my weakness you did not spurn, 
    so from east to west shall my name be blest. 
    Could the world be about to turn? 
  
Refrain 
    My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 
    Let the fires of your justice burn. 
    Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 
    and the world is about to turn. 

  
2  Though I am small, my God, my all, 
    you work great things in me, 
    and your mercy will last from the depths of the past 
    to the end of the age to be. 
    Your very name puts the proud to shame, 
    and to those who would for you yearn, 
    you will show your might, put the strong to flight, 
    for the world is about to turn.  Refrain 
  

  



 
 
3  From the halls of pow'r to the fortress tow'r, 
    not a stone will be left on stone. 
    Let the king beware for your justice tears 
    ev'ry tyrant from his throne. 
    The hungry poor shall weep no more, 
    for the food they can never earn; 
    there are tables spread, ev'ry mouth be fed, 
    for the world is about to turn.  Refrain 
  
4  Though the nations rage from age to age, 
    we remember who holds us fast: 
    God's mercy must deliver us 
    from the conqueror's crushing grasp. 
    This saving word that our forebears heard 
    is the promise which holds us bound, 
    till the spear and rod can be crushed by God, 
    who is turning the world around.  Refrain 

Text: Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat 
Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.  
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
 
Statement of Faith 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
  



Prayers of the People            with sung response: Lord, Be Glorified ELW 744, v. 3 
© 1978 The Lorenz Corporation 

Reprinted with permission under CCLI License #3848945. 

Bishop Amy:  Let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need responding to each petition 
with the sung response on the screen. 

Leader 1: For the church, in particular the northeastern Minnesota Synod, that we would 
embrace a spirit of adventure as we move into your future. Help us let go of what no longer 
serves your mission and to accept the new ways your Spirit moves among us. Lord, be glorified. 
In your church, Lord, be glorified, be glorified. In your church, Lord, be glorified 
today. 

Leader 2: For all creation, that Earth’s health and balance would be restored where there is 
degradation. Lord, be glorified. In your church, Lord, be glorified, be glorified. In your 
church, Lord, be glorified today. 

Leader 3: For the world, that violence in every form, everywhere might cease and that civility, 
justice, and peace might grow in its place. Raise us from the mud and muck of hatred, 
intolerance, name-calling, and pettiness to see your face in every one of our neighbors. Lord, be 
glorified. In your church, Lord, be glorified, be glorified. In your church, Lord, be 
glorified today. 

Leader 4: For those who are vulnerable, especially all those who live in the midst of war and 
natural disaster today, for safety, comfort, and the provision of their needs. We give you thanks 
for the ministries of Lutheran World Relief, ELCA World Hunger, Lutheran Disaster Response, 
and Lutheran World Federation who shine your light in places forgotten by others. Lord, be 
glorified. In your church, Lord, be glorified, be glorified. In your church, Lord, be 
glorified today. 

Leader 5: For those among this assembly, for our congregations and their ministries, for those 
we know and love who are ailing today, for those in the midst of crisis, we pray healing and new 
life. We give thanks for all who have gone before us and pray comfort for those who grieve. 
Lord, be glorified. In your church, Lord, be glorified, be glorified. In your church, 
Lord, be glorified today. 

Bishop Amy:  We entrust to you our hopes and dreams and prayers. May we, your church, 
always glorify you for the sake of Jesus and by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
Please share a sign of peace with one another. 

 
Offering & Choir Anthem   Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word ELW 517 
 
 
 



Offertory Prayer  
We give you thanks, O God,  
for your countless blessings. Receive these gifts, a small portion of the abundance 
you provide, and use them to raise up this broken-hearted world. Amen. 

 
Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus 
Christ,  
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed 
death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and 
all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels 
and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
Sanctus                You Are Holy, You Are Whole ELW 525 
 

 
You are holy, you are whole. 
You are always ever more 
than we ever understand. 
You are always at hand. 
Blessed are you coming near. 
Blessed are you coming here 
to your church in wine and bread, 
raised from soil, raised from dead. 

You are holy, 
you are wholeness, 
you are present. 
Let the cosmos praise you, Lord! 
Sing hosanna in the highest!  
Sing hosanna! 
Sing hosanna to our God!

 
Text: Per Harling, b. 1945 

Text © 1990 Ton Vis Produktion AB, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
 in North America, South America, and Central America, including the Caribbean. 

 
 



 
  



Words of Institution 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Lord’s Prayer  

Let us pray as our Lord Jesus Christ taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion and Healing Stations 
Siblings in Christ, I invite you to come and receive communion and a sign of healing and 
wholeness in the name of the triune God.  There are many communion stations around the 
room, and we invite you to choose the one closest to you.  The wine is alcohol-free, and all the 
bread is gluten free. We also have healing stations throughout the room, which have options for 
a blessing with the laying on of hands as well as anointing.   

 
Distribution of Holy Communion 
 
Lamb of God  

 

 
 
  



Lord Jesus You Shall Be My Song ELW 808 

 



 
 
Post-Communion Prayer  

Gracious God, we give you thanks for the gift we have received in this meal—the very presence 
of your Son, our Lord. May this bread and cup heal us where we are broken, give us strength 
for the journey, and guide us as we discern your call in our lives. As you continue to form and 
mold us, let the light of Christ shine through us so that we may share your love with all we 
meet. Remind us that in you, a new creation is everything. Send us out now to be the proof of 
your grace in the world. Amen. 

 
Commissioning and Sending  

We have heard the good news of the resurrection. We have gathered for this work. We have 
prayed, listened, spoken, and discerned together. And in all of this, God has been at work 
among us. But the call placed on your life did not begin here, and it does not end here. 
 
In baptism, God has already called you. In your life, God has already sent you. And at this 
moment, that calling is renewed. 
 
Like those first witnesses at the tomb, you are met by the risen Christ and entrusted once again 
with good news. Do not be afraid. For in Christ, a new creation is everything. Not just around 
you, but within you. The Spirit is still forming you. Still leading you. Still sending you into the 
work that is yours to do. 
 
So return to that calling, with courage where there is uncertainty, with hope where there is 
weariness, with trust that God is not finished yet. Even now, Christ is ahead of you, and the 
Spirit is at work among us. 

 
Blessing 

Bishop Amy: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation. 
Bishop-Elect: Everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 
  
Bishop Amy: May the God who created us in God’s image, chose us in baptism, and raised us to 
new life bless us. 
Bishop-Elect: May the God who calls us by the Spirit, equips us for ministry, and empowers us 
for service send us out. 
  
Bishop Amy: May the God who is among us now inspire us for the work and the walk ahead. 
Bishop Amy & Bishop-Elect: See! By the power of the triune God + everything has become new! 
Amen. 

 
  



Canticle for Departure  

 
 

 
Closing of the Assembly          Bishop Amy Odgren 

Jesus said, You will be my witnesses to the ends of the earth. 
I chose you and appointed you to bear fruit that will last. 
Remember, I will be with you always, to the end of time. 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 
Let us pray. 
Lord, renew in us the commitment to use our gifts in the service of others, and especially of 
those in need. Let us be your hands and feed those who are hungry, shelter those who are 
homeless, clothe those who are naked, comfort those who are weary and outcast, welcome the 
stranger, care for creation, and be loving neighbors to all people, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
I declare this assembly closed in the name of the Creator, and of the ☩ Savior, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

 
Closing Hymn            We Know That Christ Is Raised ELW 449 
 
1  We know that Christ is raised and dies no more. 
    Embraced by death, he broke its fearful hold, 
    and our despair he turned to blazing joy. 
    Hallelujah! 
  
2  We share by water in his saving death. 
    Reborn, we share with him an Easter life, 
    as living members of our Savior Christ. 
    Hallelujah! 
  
  



3  The Father's splendor clothes the Son with life. 
    The Spirit's fission shakes the church of God. 
    Baptized, we live with God the Three in One. 
    Hallelujah! 
  
4  A new creation comes to life and grows 
    as Christ's new body takes on flesh and blood. 
    The universe restored and whole will sing: 
    Hallelujah! 

  
Text: John B. Geyer, b. 1932.  Text © John B. Geyer 

 

 
 
 
Dismissal 

Go and share the good news of Jesus Christ by Welcoming, Connecting, Reforming and 
Supporting each other. We will!  Thanks be to God! 
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